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Blessed isthe man that walketh not in the counsel of ungoly, r di thsinners, nor
sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night" (Psalm 1:1-2).

1. What does walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly mean?

Oncewelearn what God expects of usit would befoolish to be guided by an ungodly person. Psalm 33:10, 'The
L ORD bringeth the counsdl of the heathen to nought; He maketh the devices of the peopleof noneeffect.” Butinverse
11 of the same chapter weread, 'The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, thethoughtsof Hisheart to all genera-
tions.' Thelast verse of Psalm 1 sumsit up, 'For the LORD knoweth theway of the righteous:. but theway of the
ungodly shal perish.’

2. Does this mean we should not be cordial/friendly with criminals?

InMatt.1:21, theangd told Joseph thefollowing, ‘And sheshall bring forth ason, and thou shat call Hisname JESUS.
for Heshall save Hispeoplefromtheir sins.' Later ininthelast part of Matt. 9:11 thedisciplesare asked. "Why eateth
your Master with publicansand sinners? (12) But when Jesus heard that, He said unto them, They that bewhole need
not aphysician, but they that are sick.’ Since'All have sinned and come short of theglory of God.' (Rom.3:23) we, as
footstep followersof Jesus, are hereto serve. Remember, King David caused the death of Uriah the Hittiteand the
Apostle Paul tried to destroy the church, but both found favor with God.

3. What does standeth in the way of sinners mean?

If welook at Psalm 1.1 inthefollowing way, we do not want to WA LK with theungodly, STAND with thesinnersor
SIT with the scornful because wewould not be blessed by doing so. That would show that we either support or side
with those mentioned. TheApostle Paul tellsnot keep company with certain people. seel Cor. 5:9-13. Weknow that
we areknown by the company wekeep, therefore, | et us usethewisdom God givesusto be selective.

4. Does this mean we should not help people that are sinners?

Helping sinnersiswhat we do. To quotetheApostle Paul, 1Cor.3:6, '| have planted, Apolloswatered, but God gave
theincrease.' Itisupto usto plant or water along theway by sharing from the storehouse. When we sharethetruth of
God'sword we continueto pray that the'grain’ will grow to full maturity aided of courseby Holy Spirit.
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5. What does sitteth in the seat of the scornful mean?

Sitting inthe seat of the scornful isto bejust like them. Strong's Concordancetellsusto be scornful isto scoff, mock
or deride. A few examplesof thisarewhen Jesuswent to raise therulers daughter and weread in Matt. 9:24, 'Hesaid
unto them, Give place: for themaidisnot dead, but deepeth. And they laughed Him to scorn.’ Prior to Hiscrucifixion
the Roman soldierscrowned Him with thorns, clothed Him in purple and mocked Him asthe 'King of the Jews.' The
Apostletellsusin 2 Peter 3:3, 'Knowing thisfird, that thereshall comeinthelast daysscoffers, walking after their own
lusts. Aschildren of God, we never want to Sit in that seat.

6. How do you determine who is the sinner without judging them?

Whileitistrue, thereisonly one Judgeand that Judgeis Jesus. TheApostle Paul calsHimtherighteousjudgein2 Tim.
4:8 and the prophet | saiah writes about Hisfairnessin Chapter 11:4-5. Remember, weareall sinnersand come short
of theglory of God. But, if we chooseto follow Jesusthen thosewho do not will beeasily recognized. Arethey keeping
thecommandments?What kind of 'fruit' arethey bearing? Arethey eventrying to show Jesusthey love Him?What this
doesisalert usto be careful asanyone can change, but be ever cautious because Satan isalwaysout there'seeking
whom hemay devour' and may use anyone or anything to tempt us.

7. What does meditate day and night mean?

By meditating night and day, we are keeping God'swordsin our thoughts continually. Hiswordsare our guide. King
David saysit sowell in Psalm 119:97-100, 'O how lovel thy law! itismy meditation all the day. Thou through thy
commandments hast made mewiser than mineenemies. for they areever withme. | have more understanding than all
my teachers: for thy testimoniesare my meditation. | understand more than the ancients, because | keep thy precepts.’
Headdsin verse 105, Thy wordisalamp unto my feet, and alight unto my path.' With the benefitsthat David talks
about, why wouldn't wewant to think about God'swaysall thetime? The morewethink on thegood things, themore
we keep the bad thoughts out.

The Psalmsin the Bible are a collection of sacred songs, prayers, and poems. They're like a spiri-
tual playlist or a prayer book that expresses a wide range of emotions, thoughts, and experiences
like joy, sorrow, gratitude, anger, and trust in God.

Psalms cover lots of themes like:
* Praise and worship
* Lament and sorrow
Thanksgiving
Trust in God
Wisdom and guidance
God's kingship and creation

They're attributed to various authors including King David, Asaph, and others. People often turn
to Psalms for comfort, inspiration, and to express their feelings to God.

Do you have a favorite Psalm or want to know more about a specific one? Write down your thoughts
and mail to usto usein an edition of The Advocate of Truth.
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Justification vs. Sanctification by David Royer

Justification and sanctification are both described as graces of the gospel. (See Romans 3:4 and Ephesians
1:6-7) Both justification and sanctification are different aspects of a believer's eternal salvation in Christ
(See Hebrews 5:9) and an ultimate home in God's Kingdom to come. Merrian-Webster's Dictionary says.
Justify (2A) to judge, regard, or treat as righteous and worthy of salvation; Sanctify (1) to set apart to a
sacred purpose or to religious use: consecrate

Let us step back from definitions and see how Jesus related this concept in His Parable of The Wedding
Feast (describing Saints dining with Jesus). In Matthew 22:1-14, Jesus says that we must be wearing a
garment of righteousnessto be permitted into His Father's presence. So how do we, assinners, receive this
righteousness to be able to stand before God? By receiving a Declaration of Righteousness.

Thisdeclaration isa free, gracious gift of God, given to those who believe, by faith, in the sacrifice of His
Son, Jesus the Christ. Justification is given by God through the imputation (or because) of Christ's righ-
teousness, absolving us of all sins, removing guilt, and recognizing us as holy.

So, we see that justification is an act of God. It does not describe the way that God inwardly renews and
changes a person. It is, instead, a legal declaration in which God pardons us, the sinner, of all sins and
accepts and accounts the sinner as righteous in His sight. God declares all sinners righteous at the very
moment that we put our trust and faith in Jesus. Note: My pastor says this justification is confirmed at
one's baptism.

The Bible does not teach that believers are justified by becoming righteous but rather by being declared
righteous. Justification is a unilateral, passive receiving of God's gift through faith in Jesus. By unilat-
eral, | mean that God is the sole Actor based on what his Son accomplished.

Sanctification explained:

Justification frees us from the bondage of sin and provides the recognition required by God. However, we
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are not entirely freed from sin until we receive our sinless resurrected bodies at the last day. God's gift of
sanctification completesthe process of salvation. It iscooperative and progressive. I n other words, working
with the Holy Spirit of God within usand our initiative of active faith, we continually pursue holiness and
strive to conform to the image of Jesus.

Activefaith goesfarther than just professing our faith. Examples: Live alifethat allows othersto see your
faith; Produces fruit (works) influenced by the Holy Spirit; and Continually praise God.

In summary, Jesus has won both justification and sanctification for His followers. Both graces are the
concern of faith in Jesus Christ, but in different ways. In justification, our faith results in our being
forgiven, accepted, and accounted righteous in God's sight. I n sanctification, that same faith actively and
eagerly takes up all the commands that Jesus has given us. We dare not separate or combine justification
and sanctification. We do distinguish them: Justification is an event, sanctification a process.

In both graces, we enter into the richness and spiritual joy with Christ through faith in Him.

AUGUST

A - Always Trust God's Timing.

U -~ Unseen Battles Are Being
Fought For You.

G - Grace Will Carry You When

Strength Runs Low.

- Unfold Each Day With A
Thankful Heart.

S - Surrender The Worry,.
God Is In Control.

T - Trust That What's Meant
For You Will Come.

PAGE SIX

TH



Taking The Lord's Name In Vain

Taking the name of God in vain is not just bad manners. It's a mortal offense against Heaven. We're not
talking about being a little rude or using “ strong language.” No. Thisisdirect disobedience to God's law.
The Second Commandment isn’t a polite suggestion; it’sa divine command: “ Thou shalt not take the name
of the Lord thy God in vain” (Exodus 20:7).

And yet, what do we hear every single day, even from people who call themselves Christian? “ Oh my God
“Jesus Christ” (not in prayer, but in anger).
“God d*mn it.” And worse: “ Jesus ??? Christ.”

Let’s stop pretending thisis no big deal. Thisisn’t cultural. Thisisn’'t harmless. This is blasphemy, a sin
that cries out to Heaven for vengeance. It's taking what is holy and throwing it into the mud.

It's become so normalized in todays culture, in movies, in social media, and even in casual conversation,

that we' ve forgotten the sacred weight of the Holy Name. But heaven hasn’t forgotten. The angels haven't
forgotten. The saints haven’t forgotten. And God certainly hasn’t forgotten.
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Every single time you use God's name irreverently, you violate the Second Commandment. Every. Single.
Time. Whether you meant to or not, it still offends Him. That's exactly what “in vain” means. empty,
thoughtless, careless. That's the sin.

We have forgotten how to tremble at holy things. We treat the name of God likeit’'sjust another syllable. We
shout it when we' reangry. We blurt it out when we're shocked. We drag it through the mud when we curse.

Do we not realize what we're doing? Saint Paul says, “ At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, in
heaven, on earth, and under the earth” (Philippians 2:10). What happened to our reverence? What hap-
pened to the fear of the Lord?

The name of God is not a filler word. It isnot a punchline. It isnot an emotional outburst. Itisholy. Itis
sacred. It is the name before which every demon trembles. The name that drives out evil. The name that
saves souls. And we dare to spit it out like it's nothing?

You want to restore Christian culture? Sart with your mouth. Don’t just stop using these words, make
reparation. WWhen you hear someone blaspheme, say out loud or in your heart “ Blessed be the name of God.
Blessed be Jesus Christ.”

Train your children not just to avoid bad language, but to speak the Holy Name with fear and love. Teach
them that saying “Oh my God” is not cute or funny; it's a violation of God's law. Raise your family to be
different from the world. We are not called to blend in. We are called to stand out. To be saints.

Sop tolerating TV shows, songs, and influencers who abuse the name of God. Stop making excuses. Sart
honoring His name again, like our ancestors did when they whispered “ Jesus’ with bowed heads.

The Holy Name of God is not to be mocked. 1t isto be adored. Honor it. Defend it. Speak it with love. And
if you’ve fallen into this habit, then repent. Go to confession. Make reparation.

And from this day forward, let the name of Jesus never pass your lipsunlessitisin love, in worship, or in
prayer. That iswhat it means to keep the Second Commandment.

Answersto FEW AND MANY on page 13: TheCrown
1. lifeMatt 7:14 2. called Matt 20:16 3.
laborers Matt 9:37 4. fish Matt 15:34 5.
saved Luke 13:23 6. sparrows Matt 10:31

You may beweary, indeed,

But, you've given God'sWord good heed;
Though your flesh may dow down,
you canstill winacrown,
Whenyour spiritincreasesin speed.

7. parabels Matt 13:3 8. rooms John 14.2
9. Legion Mark 5:9 10. ransom Matt 20:28
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o He Must | ncrease..."

idDel.o C

JohntheBaptist said concerning the Lord Jesus Christ:
"Hemust increase, but | must decrease” (John 3:30). Now
weknow that the L ord Jesus must beincreased to 100%
inour lives, but just how much do we need to decrease
our worldly concernsof self in comparison? Someone
might say that if we decrease 10% that isapretty good
percentage. Someone else may say that if they decrease
by 25%, then how could the L ord find fault with that per-
centage? But thefact remainsthat we must decreasein
our lives by 100%, or to a number of zero. Someone
might bethinking that if their worldly livfe concernsare
decreased to zero then they will end up with aninferior
complex, or some other type of complex. But just the
oppositewill take place: that personwill actually bethe
happiest, most fulfilled person on planet earth.

L et uslook at some examplesof children of God who
consdered themselvesas 0% inther livesascompared
t0 100%for the Lord. Thefirst person| wishto examine
isaman called Agur. In Proverbs 30:1-3weread: "The
words of Agur the son of Jakeh, even the prophecy: the
man spakeunto Ithiel, evenunto Ithiel and Ucal, Surely |
am more brutish than any man, and have not the under-
standing of aman. | neither learned wisdom, nor havethe
knowledge of the holy.” Thisman, Agur, seemsto have
been one of themost humble of men upon earth. Whether
he actudly wasthemost brutish (stupid) of menwedon't
know, but he considered himself to possibly be so, thus
placing himsdlf asthelast, or least, of men. Therefore, it
appearsthat hewas considering himself to betheleast.
Now verse one of thistext mentions that Agur wasto

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

speak a prophecy. Apparently, because Agur was so
humblein putting himself last, the L ord honored himwith
the words of a prophecy which seemsto be spokenin
verses4-9. | will quoteverse4: "Who hath ascended up
into heaven, or descended?who hath gathered thewind
inhisfists?who hath bound thewatersinagarment?who
hath established al theendsof theearth?what ishisname,
and what ishisson'sname, if thou canst tell ?

A number of yearsago, my wifeLindaand | formeda
friendship with ayoung coupleat aschool at which| was
teaching. We had Bible studiestogether, and even a one
time studied these versesfrom Proverbs 30. Wefelt so
impressed by thewords of Agur that weformed aclub
caledthe"stupid club." Thisclubwasnot aput downon
any one of us. It wasto remind usthat we need to be
totally humblein God's presence, and that in comparison
to Himwe areindeed at 0%. We even had little badges
made up that wewore on our shirts. Wetold peoplethat
wewere charter membersof thestupid club, and what it
represented.

Another child of God who displayed great humility was
King Solomon. In1 Kings3:7-10 weread him saying to
theLord: "And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made
thy servant king instead of David my father: and | am but
alittlechild: I know not how to go out or comein. And
thy servant isin themidst of thy peoplewhich thou hast
chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor
counted for multitude. Givethereforethy servant anun-
derstanding heart to judgethy people, that | may discern
between good and bad: for who isableto judgethisthy

PAGE NINE




S0 great apeople? And the speech pleased the L ord, that
Solomon had asked thisthing." Hecompared himself toa
little child and totally relied upon the Lord to give him
wisdom to lead the Lord's people. Thus, at that time,
Solomon put God at 100% and himself at 0%.

TheA postle Paul humbled himself to 0% aswell. Rec-
ognizing hisevil past life, Paul saidin| Corinthians 15:9:
"For | antheleast of the apostles, that am not meet to be
cdled angpostle, becausel persecuted thechurch of God."
Going astep further, hesaidin Ephesians 3:8: "Unto me,
who amlessthantheleast of dl saints, isthisgracegiven,
that | should preach among the Gentilesthe unsearchable
riches of Christ;". What the Apostle Paul wrote in
Ephesians 3:8isvery interesting. He even said that he
was"lessthantheleast of dl saints’. Thereisinthescien-
tific world aconcept known as absol ute zero. Webster's
Dictionary definesthisterm as: "ahypothetica tempera-
ture characterized by complete absence of heat and
equivalent to approximately...or -459.69 degreesF." So
thereisadegree of temperaturethat isbelow zero, called
absolute zero. Asseeninthedefinitionthereisabsoluely
no heat in absolute zero. May our goal beto have abso-
lutely noself-will inour lives.

TheApostlePaul, in Philippians 3:4-6, recountsanum-
ber of hisaccomplishments, and then goesoninverses7-
8: "But what thingswere gainto me, those| counted loss
for Christ. Yeadoubtless, | count al thingsbut lossfor the
excellency of theknowledge of Christ Jesusmy Lord: for
whom | have suffered thelossof al things, and do count
them but dung, that | may win Chrigt."

Like Solomon, we must humble ourselvesto thepoint
of being alittlechild. When the discipleswere debating
who would bethe greatest in God'skingdom, Jesus, in
Matthew 18:2-4, " And Jesuscdled alittlechild unto him,
and set him in themidst of them, And said, Verily | say
unto you, Except ye be converted, and becomeaslittle
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Whosoever thereforeshd l humblehimsaf asthislittlechild,
the sameisgreatest in the kingdom of heaven." When |
survey themgjesty of theheavensonaclear night, | amin
wide-eyed wonder at the awesome power of God and
theLord Jesus. At suchtimesit iseasy to be at absolute
zeroinmy mind.

We can be assured that if God has chosen usasHis
sarvantswearedready inthezero class. Firgt Corinthians

PAGE TEN

1:26-29 reads: "For ye seeyour calling, brethren, how
that not many wise men after theflesh, not many mighty,
not many noble, arecdled: But God hath chosenthefoolish
things of theworld to confound thewise; and God hath
chosenthewesk thingsof theworld to confound thethings
whicharemighty; And basethingsof theworld, andthings
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things
which arenat, to bring to nought thingsthat are: That no
flesh should glory in hispresence.

We don't even belong to ourselves anymore. First
Corinthians6:20tdlIsus. "For yearebought with aprice:
therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
whichareGod's." And| Corinthians7:23reads. "Yeare
bought with aprice; be not yethe servantsof men." As
servants, or slaves, of the Lord we must do everything
that our Master tellsusto do. But even though wedo not
bel ong to oursel vesanymore, we should never go around
witha"woeisme" mentdity. We should bethemost joy-
ouspeoplethat exit.

| Corinthians 13:7 should be our motto--charity
"Beareth al things, believeth dl things, hopeth dl things,
endureth all things." Whenwe do thiswearefulfilling
Philippians2:3. "L et nothing bedonethrough gtrifeor vain-
glory; but inlowlinessof mind | et each esteem other bet-
ter than themselves." Thuswe are at zero, or absolute
zero, inour lives.

But the greatest exampl e that the Biblegivestousis
that of theLord Jesus, Himsdlf. Philippians2:7-8informs
usconcerning the Lord Jesus: "But made himself of no
reputation, and took upon him theform of aservant, and
wasmadeinthelikenessof men: And beingfoundinfash-
onasaman, hehumbled himsalf, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the cross." Jesus "made
himsdlf of no reputation”. No reputation meanszero repu-
tation. Jesusmade Himsdlf into theabsol ute zero classfor
al men by putting every man, woman, and child on earth
ahead of Himself and taking their place by dying onthe
crossfor them! And not only Hedid this, but the Father in
heaven placed Himself inthisabsol ute zero classby a-
lowing Hisonly begotten Son to suffer and diefor us, as
wdl!

Brothersand Sisters, let usput into practice what John
the Baptist said concerning the Lord Jesus. "Hemust in-
crease, but | must decrease.” Let usexalt Himto 100%
and with Hishel p decrease oursel vesto absol ute zero %.
God blessyou!
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

LESSONI

JETHRO BRINGSTO MOSES
HISWIFE AND SONS

ScriptureReading: Exodus18:1-12.
Golden Text: Exodus18:9.

" And Jethroregoiced for all thegoodnesswhich
the LORD had doneto I srael, whom hehad deliv-
ered out of thehand of the Egyptians.”

1. Who was Jethro?\What did hedo when heheard of al
that God had donefor M oses? Exodus 18:1-2.

2. What were the names of Moses' two sons? Exodus
18:3-4.

3. Didthey gointo thewildernessto see M oses? Exodus
185.

4. Was M oses pleased that they had cometo seehim?
Exodus 18:6-7.

5. Did Mosestell them all that the Lord had donefor
him?Exodus 18:8.

6. Didthey rgjoiceand praise God for hisdeliverance?
Exodus 18:9-10.

7. Jethro knew now that the Lord wasthe great God.
What did hedo to show hispraise of God? Exodus18:11-
12.

LESSON |
JETHRO COUNSELETH MOSES

ScriptureReading: Exodus18:13-27.
Golden Text: Exodus18:25.

" And Moses chose able men out of all Israel,
and madethem headsover thepeople, rulersof thou-
sands, rulersof hundreds, rulersof fifties, and rul-
ersof tens."

PAGE TWELVE

1. What was Moses doing for the people in Exodus
18:13?

2. What questions did Jethro ask Moses, and how did
Mosesanswer him? Exodus 18:14-16.

3. Did Jethro think thiswasgood?Why? Exodus 18:17-
18.

4. What counsdl did Jethro give M oses?What wasM oses
to show and teach the people? Exodus 18:19-20.

5. Who weretherulers? What would the duties of these
men be? Exodus 18:21-22.

6. Did Moses hearken to Jethro's voice? Exodus 18:24.

7. Whom did M oses choose, and who judged the people?
Exodus 18:25-26.

8. Wheredid Jethro go? Exodus 18:27.
LESSON 111
THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL COME TO SINAI
ScriptureReading: Exodus19:1-14.
Golden Text: Exodus19:9 (first part).
" And the LORD said unto Moses, Lo, | come
untotheein athick cloud, that the peoplemay hear

when | speak with thee, and believetheefor ever..."

1. Inwhat month did the children of Isragl reach Sinai?
Exodus19:1-2.

2. TheLord called unto Moses, and what did He tell
Mosesto say to thechildren of Israel ? Exodus 19:3-6.

3. Whom did Mosescall beforehim?Exodus19:7.

4. Didthe peopleagreetodo all that the Lord had spo-
ken? Exodus19:8.

5. How wasthe L ord going to appear unto Moses? Exo-
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

dus19:9.

6. What further wasMosestotell hispeople?nho many
days would the Lord come down upon Mount Sinai ?
Exodus19:10-11.

7. What bounds were to be set round about? Exodus
19:12-13.

8. What did Moses do when he came down from the
mount unto the people? Exodus 19:14.

LESSON IV
GOD'SPRESENCE ON MOUNT SINAI
ScriptureReading: Exodus 19:15-25.
Golden Text: Exodus19:17.
" And M oses brought forth the people out of the
camp to meet with God; and they stood at thenether

part of themount."

1. What happened onthethird day inthemorning? Exo-
dus19:16.

2. Where did the people stand when Moses brought
them forth to meet God? Exodus 19:17.

3. Whenthe L ord descended upon the mount, what hap-
pened? Exodus 19:18.

4. Did God answer M oseswhen he spaketo him? Exo-
dus19:19.

5. Did Mosesgo to the mount as God instructed him?
Exodus 19:20.

6. What did the Lord tell Mosesto do? Exodus 19:21-
22.

7. Who wasto come up to the mount with M oses? Exo-
dus 19:23-24.

8. Did Moses speak to the people? Exodus 19:25.
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FEW AND MANY
It may be few, or it may be many. The Bible speaks
of both, our quizisdivided between them - five ques-
tions about each. Can you supply the missing word
in the verses or description given below?

1. Fewfind the narrow way to :

2. "Many be , but few chosen." FJV

3. "Theharvestisplentiful, but the arefew."
4. They had seven loaves and a few small

5. Someonesaid, " Lord, will thosewho are

be few?"

6. "Fear not...you are of more value than many

7. " And he (Jesus) told them many things in

8. "In my Father'shouse are many

9. Hetold Jesus, "My nameis ' for we are
many."
10. " The Son of man cametogivehislifea for
many."

Answersto FEW AND MANY found on page 8
MINERALS

1. With pieces of what mineral did Judas betray
Jesus?
2. What mineral did God usein destroying Sodom?
3. What mineral did the Phoenicians bring all the
way from Tarshish?
4. From what metal combination was made the ser-
pent which Moses lifted up in the wilderness?
5. What mineral did Jesususeto cure a blind man?
6. I n the parable of two houses, what mineralswere
mentioned?
7. When was mineral used in the Eastern landsasa
sign of friendship?
8. Of what mineral was Mary's box of ointment
made?
9. What common mineral is not mentioned in the
Bible?
10. Where is the diamond first mentioned in the
Bible?

Answersto Minerals found on page 15
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The Children's Page

Story

You know of boys and girls who are 'spoiled.” Our
story isabout a man in 1 Kings chapter 21 who was
a'spoiled" king. Ahab'spalace wasin Samaria, for
he was king over |srael. He often looked out of his
window at the beautiful vineyard beside his palace.
Thefruit looked good to eat, and hewished he could
walk into the vineyard and eat all he wanted.

As he looked at the fruit, he thought to himself, "
want that vineyard, Why can't | have it? | will talk
to Naboth about it and offer to buy it from him."
Heoffered Naboth, the owner, avineyard somewhere
else, or money equal to the value of it. Naboth re-
plied, " Sir that vineyard has been in my family for
generations. | would not have the heart to sdll it."
Ahab walked slowly back to his room overlooking
the vineyard. He was angry and sullen because he
could not have what he wanted. He lay on his bed,
covered hisface, and even refused food when it was
brought to him.

Jezebel, hiswife, heard of his pouting and came to
his room. " Ahab, why are you so angry that you
will not eat?"

" | wanted that vineyard outside my window. | asked
Naboth to give it to me, but he won't, whined Ahab.
Jezebel laughed within herself thischildishness, but
spoke, " Are you king of Israel? Get off your bed
and behave yourself. If you want that vineyard, |
will see that you get it."

She wrote lettersin Ahab's name, sealed them with
his seal, and sent them to the elders of the city who
were over Naboth. " Proclaim a feast in your city.
Set Naboth in a conspicuous place among the people
and set two sonsof Belial near him. Have them bear
witness against him saying, 'you have cursed God
and the king." Then take him out and stone him to
death.”

How cruel Jezebel was to take the life of an inno-
cent man to please the " spoiled” Ahab. She used
the sons of Belial to do the wicked task, for Belial
was a wooden god whom she made everyone wor -
ship. She knew the priests of Belial would do as she
asked, for if they did not shewould have them killed
also.

The feast was proclaimed, Naboth was placed in a
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conspicuous place before the people and the " sons
of Belial" cried out, " Naboth has cursed God and
the king."
Jezebel walked proudly to Abah's room and said,
" Naboth has been stoned and is now dead. Now,
go! Take possession of the vineyard which he re-
fused to sell and you want so badly."
Ahab rosefrom hisbed and put on these costly robes.
He walked through the vineyard, proudly display-
ing his ownership of it. Ahab watched a man walk-
ing slowly towards him, until he recognized Elijah,
the Prophet of the Lord. Hewondered if Elijah had
heard of this wicked plot.
Elijah stood before Ahab and spoke, " Have you
killed Naboth, and now take everything that be-
longed to him? Ahab, how wicked can you be? Be-
hold, the Lord is about to bring evil upon you, for
as he said, In the place where Naboth was killed
shall Ahab be killed. And all his family shall die.
Jezebel will be eaten by dogs for the wickedness."
And so it was!
Are You Spoiled?
If it meant killing people to get what they wanted,
Ahab and Jezebel calmly did it. It is not good to be
" gpoiled.” Whenever you feel sorry for yourself be-
causeyou cannot have something, think about Ahab
and remember what happened to him and his wife
for their wickedness.
THAT'SWHY I LOVE HIM SO.
Let'sthank God for thelittle hills,
For creeks and rivers, too,
For treesto give us pleaseant shade,
For skies of brightest blue.
Let'sthank Him for the pretty flowers,
For animals and bees;
For fishesin the sparkling brook,
and birdsupin thetrees.
God lovesthe pretty things He's made,
Heloves metoo, | know;
Hegives meeverything | need -
SO.
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Games and Puzzles

;

Usethese fruitsand vegetablesfound in the Bible for the puzzle below.
Pomegranates Cucumbers Lentils Barley
Gourds Grapes Melons Onions Beans

Herbs Wheat Corn Figs Rye
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